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Due to a lack of sufficient plailt facil.ities in the Ribilof Islands, Bering 
Sea site of U. S. f'ur sealins; operations, it was Im3ossible this year to process 
~0,000 seabxrca sses which otheywrj.si3 would have b'een turnEd into meal, valuable 
as a constituent of poultry feed, and oil, w!zzich has many industrial uses, Sec- 
retary of the Interior Harold L. I&es said today. 

The ‘by-products plant on St. Pail1 Islard v:as built at a time when the fur 
seal herd, by far the larb,c!.est in the world., ~,a:: much reduced in n:anbers, It now 
consists of some 2,500,00@ ar,imals :nd the government is able to take large num- 
bers of skins annu~.ll;,r without endanger-;ng continuance cf the herd. This summer 
the take of i-'e1-ts--11/,164 --was the largest in the history of government sealing 
onerations I . The single by-products vIeant, availa!:fle :%s 
only ibout ss,OOO carc3ssGs. There is 

large enough t.0 process 
nofby-products plant at all on St. George 

Island where about 20 percent of the sealing is done, according to a re,>ort by 
Dr. Ira ?a. Gabrielson, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Scrvicc ljihich controls 
the seelir: g ape;-ation:: . 

Some 750,OrjO pounds of seal meal 'were prepared this year, but a xyield twice 
as iarge wodld have been possi51c had facilities 1,~:en available to p,-ocsss all 
the c;2rcasses, Dr. Gabriels9n declared. IlIt is particl;larly regrettable,lk he 
SXi:‘;, "that it T>:as necessary to waste seal carcasses this year 5qlhon the demand " ror seal meal and oil is greater than ever before". 

To make possible the procL >ssing of all ccarcaszes in the future .the P'residAz 
receniljr requested Congress to appropriate $27s,OOO for the construction of a by- 
products plant on St. George Island, and doubling of the facilities on St. Paul 
Island. 

The additional by-product s facilities would make it possi'sle to process 
enaugh additional carcasses to add zq-jroximately $GO,OOO annually to U. S. income 
from the fur sealing operations. This would bring the annual return from by- 
products to about $134,000. 

Federal operation of fur-sealing in the Pribilof Islands has not only been 
a success from the conservation standpoint-- the herd has increased from less than 

(over) 



200,000 animals when the government took over in 1910 to the present large number-- 
but it has been an important source of Federal revenue. Since the beginning of 
the fiscal year 1918, the sum of $8,700,214 has been turned into the Treasury as 
net proceeds of the fur seal industry, the bulk of the profit coming, of course, 
from the sale of skins. The figure does not include the substantial amount which 
the government will receive from this year's record-breaking take. 
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